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Stephen Wolfam: Computing a theory of everything
http://youtu.be/60P7717-XOQ

http://youtu.be/60P7717


Stephen Wolfram Blog 
Advance of the Data Civilization
http://blog.wolframalpha.com/2011/08/16/advance-of-the-data-
civilization-a-timeline

http://blog.wolframalpha.com/2011/08/16/advance


Please navigate to: http://www.wolframalpha.com/docs/timeline

http://www.wolframalpha.com/docs/timeline


Note the number of ‘systematization’ benchmarks that have occurred in the 
20th-21st century (and how much America has driven this innovation). 

We are aware of importance of things like hypertext, google, the human genome 
project, web 2.0, etc. What about some of the older developments cited?



3000 BCE – Registered Land Ownership
1250 BCE – Library at Thebes
387 BCE – Plato’s Academy
45 BCE – Julian Calendar
340 – Codices
1582 – Gregorian Calendar
1595 – Symbolic Algebra
1655 – Scientific Journals
1786 – William Playfair (discuss later)
1790 – US Census
1839 – Timetables of transport
1867 – Stock ticker
1890 – punched cards/Hollerith machine



Lascaux Cave Painting  (~17,000 years old)
France





Ptolemy World Map (150)
Ptolemy



William Playfair – father of modern charts and graphs (1759-1823) 







Cattle yield in France by region  (1858)
Charles Minard



The Minard Map  (1869)
Charles Minard



Napoleon in Russia
http://youtu.be/458Gw-Xw0u0

http://youtu.be/458Gw




Transmission of first Telegraph message (1844)



The Snow Map (1854)
John Snow



John Snow Memorial
http://vimeo.com/266642

http://vimeo.com/266642


Mundaneum (1910)
Paul Otlet and Henri La Fontaine 



The Memex (1945)
Vannevar Bush



Nielson Ratings (1932) Gallup Poll (1935)



Mathematica: A World of Numbers and Beyond – History Wall (1961)
Charles & Ray Eames



Powers of Ten (1976)
http://youtu.be/0fKBhvDjuy0

http://youtu.be/0fKBhvDjuy0


Harvard Mark II (1948)



“My quote is: ‘The only way to communicate is to under-
stand what it is like not to understand.’ It is at that moment 
that you can make something understandable.”

– Richard Saul Wurman



Richard Saul Wurman
http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/curiosity-richard-saul-wurman-information-architecture.html
Most recent project http://192021.org

http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/curiosity-richard-saul-wurman-information-architecture.html
http://192021.org



